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AUSTRALIA 


TELECOM AUSTRALIA TURNING TO SOLAR POWER 
Melbourne Overseas Service in English 0710 GMT 24 Sep 79 OW 
[From “Focus on Australia” Program) 


[Text] Australia’s telecommunications commission is turning to solar 
energy to power remoce telephone exchanges, microwave links and repeater 
stations in the Australian outback. From Brisbane, Christopher Beck reports: 


[Begin recording} Australia leads the world in solar-powered telecommunt- 
cations, and in November this new use for solar power will take a major 
leap forward. Then the telecommunications commission--better known as 
TELECOM--will put into operation the world’s longest system of solar-pow- 
ered microwave links. It will stretch north from Alice Springs in the 
center of Australia 580 kilometers to tennant creek. 


The multimillion dollar system emphasizes just how important solar power 

is becoming to Australia’s telecommunications network. It is already being 
used on a smaller scale in several remote towns in Western Australia. In 
Queensland it is powering a telephone system on 13 Torres Strait Islands 
and energizing several remote telephone exchanges. Work is also under way on 
a $2 million telecommunications system which will include seven solar-powered 
repeater stations on the Cape York Peninsula. 


In the past these TELECOM installations would have been powered by battery 
sets charged by diesel engine-driven generators. But 3 years ago TELECOM 
decided to investigate the economics and technical feasibility of using 
solar power. The results of that survey were conclusive. Solar power would 
be marginally cheaper; it would also be more efficient and more reliable. 


And it was these conclusions that have led to the present solar power dovelop- 
ment program. But with the huge increases in international oi. prices in 

the last 18 months solar power stations are now significantly cheaper to 
operate, the TELECOM officials believe that because the system has virtually 
no mechanical heart like a diesel motor and generator it will mean much less 
maintenance and will be easier and cheaper to maintain. 








They remember with a shudder some cf the emergency repairs that have had 

to be carried out in remote areas. On a number of occasions mechanics and 
technicians have had to be dropped by helicopter into [words indistinct | 
remote areas to service diesel-powered facilities which have broken down and 
have effectively cut the area off from the rest of Australia. 











AUSTRALIA 


BRIEFS 


AUSTRALIAN OIL RESERVES UPCRADED--One of Australia's biggest steel producers 
and miners, BHP, has upgraded its bass strait oil reserves by almost 10 
percent. BHP’s chairman, Sir James Moneill, told the company's annual meet- 
ing in Melbourne today that exploration over the past year had led to an 
extra 360 million barrels being added to the reserves. Bass Straic at 
present provides 90 percent of Australia's production. Sir James also re- 
vealed that BHP has made seismic surveys off the coast of China in the Yellow 


Sea near Korea and off Guangzhou. [Text] [Melbourne Overseas Service in 
English 1130 GMT 25 Sep 79 OW] 


MORE OIL IN BASS STRAIT--Canberra, September 26 (AFP)--Australia’s oil re- 
serves have been extended for two years witn the discovery of more supplies 
in the 5ace6 Strait between Tasmania and the mainland of Australia. At cur- 
rert extraction rates this means an increase by nearly 15 percent according 
to the Australian company BHP which works closely with ESSO. The reserve 
comes from two new fields Fortescue and Flounder, both fields contain addi- 
tional reserves of liquid petroleum gas. The BHP ESSO Company announces 
that the Bass Strait cil will continue to provide more than 65 percent of 
Australia’s needs until the late 1980's. It was announced today by the 
Bureau of Mineral Resources that exploration is being intensified, especially 
on the northwest shelf of Australia. [Text] [Hong Kong AFP in English 0805 
GMT 26 Sep 79 OW] 


cso: 6220 











BRIEFS 


POLISH LOAN--Poland has agreed to extend credit of $50 million to Bangla- 
desh on favorable terms. An agreement to this effect was reached in 
Warsaw between Commerce Minister Saifur Rahman and the Polish prime 
minister. The formal agreement to this effect will be signed in Dacca 
in December. It has also been agreed that the turnover of trade under 
the existing Barter Agreement between Poland and Bangladesh will be 
increased to $50 million both ways from the existing $31.2 million as 
provided under the barter. [Dacca Domestic Service in English 1530 GMT 
21 Sep 79 BK) 


JUTE FOR SYRIA--Bangladesh has won an international tender of supplying 
15,000 bales of jute goods worth about 80 million taka to Syria. 

A business contract to this effect was concluded between the officials 
of the two countries in Damascus on 25 September. [Dacca Overseas 
Service in English 1230 GMT 26 Sep 79 BK] 


UNDP ASSISLANCE--The UNDP will provide Bangladesh with over $1.2 million 
assistance to survey fisheries resources in the country. [Dacca Overseas 
Service in English 1230 GMT 26 Sep 79 BK] 
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BRIE? 


TIBETAN REFUCEES GIVEN ULTIMATUM—-New Delhi, 21 September (AFP)--Tibetas 


refugees in Bhutan hve been given a week's cime either to accept its 

itizenship or face resettlement in remote and Larren areas in ti! Hime 
kingdom, the radical Tibetan Youth Congress here today said. Shutan ha 
earlier reportediy decided to repatriate the refugees to their homeianc 


Lopsang Jinpa, president of the youth body, said in 4 statement that over 
¢,000 reivueees were affected by the latest ultimatum given by the Bhutanese 
government. The statement did not say when exactiy the desdiine would ex- 
pire. ext | Hong Kong AFP in English 1007 GMT 21 Sep /9 ® 
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IND LA 


INDiA’S UNGA MOVE ON KAMPUCHEA DISCUSSED 
Madras THE HINDU in English 24 Sep 79 p 8 BK 
[Editorial: “Inmitietives That Could Be Dangerous”) 


‘Text! The telling emphasis with which the United Nations General Assembly 
recorded ite opposition to Vietnam's military presence in Kampuchea is not 
a sharp reminder to the Soviet-headed car» e* the principles of national 
independence, non-aggression and non-int::‘orence in the internal affairs 
of sovereign states still count for some ‘ng in international relations. 
it provides a pointer to the government « <i4 on how mot to steer torign 
policy in a direction that raises suspicion that there is an attempt to go 
once again towards one bloc--a tendency that distorted, at times, the .oun- 
try's foreign policy in « previous period. it is not clear what exactly 
induced the Charan Singh government to teke the initiative in trying (and, 
in the event, failing) to reverse the recommendation of the UN Credentials 
‘ommittee on the seating of Kampuchea. Not thet there is any inherent 
eanctity in such «4 recommendation, that should make India automatically 
follow it. The real point was that the decision on credentials reflected 
the overwhelming international verdict on Vietuam's Soviet-becked action. 


It is true that India was to all appearances, carrying over to the UN arene 
a compromise formula devised at the Havana summit of the non-aligned to 

find a “solution” to the tricky issue--which was simply to shelve it until 
1981. But what was obviously missed was the difference, in essence, between 
the situations in Hevana and at the United Futions. The tesk at the summit 
was to save the non-aligned movement itself from the strains and chellenjpes 
introduced by the agent provacateur tectics of Cuba and co. The decision 

to keep Kampuchea’s seat in the non-aligned community temporerily vecart 
rather than allow entry to either Pol Pot's men or Vietnam's client Heng 
Samrin regime must be understood only in this context. Sut, unlike as in 
Havana earlier this month, there was no great urgency now to seek to resolve 
the problem afresh without giving oneself time carefully t) examine all sides 
of the issue. in the firet plece, it is quch more difficiit to dislodge an 
incumbent delegation in the United Nations; secondly, there is apparently 

a much firmer quality of opposition here to the Soviet-becked bid by Vietnam 
to rem & puppet regime in « neighbouring and supposedly independent state 














down the throat of the international community. The two-to-one support 
(with 34 nations abstaining) for continuing to seat the Pol Pot delegation 
in the world body cannot by any means be characterised, as Soviet-bloc 
partisans are apt to do, as a U,S.-China orchestrated plot to whitewash 

the brutal Pol Pot headquarters and deny the aspirations of the Kampuchean 
people aided by a “fraternal” Vietnam. Quite a few members recorded their 
distaste for having to come out in defence of the rights of the notorious 
Pol Pot; only they were disapproving in the most unambiguous terms Vietnam's 
military occupation of its neighbour without so much as a fig leaf to cover 
up the purely expansionist nature of its action. 


Under the circumstances, the move to impose on the General Assembly the 
"consensus" contrived at Havana was bound to fall on its face. For one 
thing, the amendment was defeated even on procedural grounds, The Indian 
representative, moreover, appears to have been able to obtain the co- 
sponsorship of only two small and relatively uninfluential countries, Benin 
and Madagascar, for the amendment; usually in order to ensure success, 
sponsors 0° -esolutions have to sweat it out to rope in as many influential 
supporters as possible, from as many geographical regions as possible. if 
the Indian move was really meant to be not more than a sober follow-up on 
the non-aligned summit decision, it should have tried to secure the backing 
of countries such as Yugoslavia, Nigeria and other powers in Asia. Both 
the abortion of the amendment on procedural grounds and the throwing out 

of the "resolution" without much ceremony suggest that most UN members 
feared that the Indian move would have the effect--even if it wasn't Launched 
with the intention--of helping the Soviet-Vietnam side salvage what it could 
from a losing fight to promote a client regime. The question also arises: 
When the hardline supporters of Vietnam's course, realising how the main 
currents of international opinion were going, thought it prudent to back 
down (a realisation reflected in the withdrawal of the Soviet resolution), 
was it necessary for the Government of India to dare the majority and in 
the process give room for an impression to be generated that someone else's 
rearguard action was being waged? 


The move might run a lesser risk of being misconstrued had the Indien repre- 
sentative gone unambiguously on record with his opposition to the continued 
military occupation of Kampuchea by Vietnam. There was no need whatsoever 
to depart from the preceding policy on this issue, which had at least the 
advantage of flexibility and elements of even-handedness. Even the present 
unfortunate episode can be treated as a good thing if the proper lessons 
can be drawn from it, Hurried initiatives and shifts of this kind--irrespec- 
tive of the intentions and desires--have the objective effect of siipping 
foreign policy in a direction where the old tilt and accorpanying distortions 
might reappear. The Soviet Union's posture in relation to a number of inter- 
national issues end in most of the world's major regions and ite policy of 
military presence in the internal affairs of supposedly non-aligned coun- 
tries as far removed (geographically) as Cuba, South Yemen, Afghanistan and 
Vietnam-Kampuchea are certainly not blemishless and are not any more defen- 
sible than the interventions of the other superpower. India's real role in 
all such matters--if it should decide to play one--should be to provide the 
lead that will uphold the principles of genuine independe.* from the pres- 
sures and strains that arise from belonging to blocs and oppose aggres* ton 
anc intensive intervention over wey long periods from whatever source: 
these emanate, 
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INDIA 


BRIEFS 


OIL RESOURCES--The general manager of the Oil and Natural Gas Commission 
has said that undiscovered oil resources in the country are estimated at 
1.5 billion tonnes. These estimates are based on the calculations of an 
Indo-Soviet study group. These exclude oil resources whose exploitation 
is not commercially viable. He said that roughly one-third of the 
resources of oil are expected in the onshore basins and the remaining 
two-thirds in the offshore basins. It has also been estimated that 
there are over 22 million cubic metres of recoverable gas reserves in 
these basins. [Delhi ISI Diplomatic Information Service in English 

1440 GMT 17 Sep 79 BK} 


ACUTE DROUGHT--New Delhi, 16 Sep (AFP)--Prevailing acute drought condi- 
tions in India have damaged 35,000 million rupees (about $4 billion) 
worth of standing crops, Press Trust of India (PTI) estimated today 
based on information r ‘eived from various states. The droughts, caused 
by a failure of the monsoon, have affected almost the whole country. 
Fourteen out of the 22 states have been hit, namely Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, 
Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan, West Bengal, Maharashtra, Himachal Pradesh, 
Nagaland, Madhya Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, Orissa, Tamil Nadu and 
Andhra Pradesh. The agency noted that the worst hit were Uttar Pradesh, 
iimachal Pradesh, Rajasthan and Orissa, involving a population of about 
100 million. In terms of crops damaged Andhra Pradesh suffered the worst 
aith an estimated loss of 10,000 million rupees or over $1 billion. 

[Hong Kong AFP in English 1654 GMT 16 Sep 79 BK] 


FOREIGN TRADE DEFICIT--New Delhi, 17 Sep (AFP)--India's foreign trade 
deficit further widened to 3,510.6 million rupees (about $390 million) 

by July-end from 2,624.3 million rupees (over $2.1 million) at the end 

of the first quarter (April-June) of the current financial year. This 
was shown in the provisional figures released by the Commerce Ministry 
here today. The gap, compared to April-July period last year, was also 
higher by 713 million rupees or about $80 million. Exports during the 

4 months under reference were worth 10,716.5 million rupees ($2,195.7 mil- 
lion), representing a 20.94 percent increase over the corresponding period 
last year. Imports at the same time were valued at 23,271 million rupees 
($2,526 million dollars). This showed an increase of 21.6 percent over 
the same period last year. [Text] [Hong Kong AFP in English 1257 GMT 

17 Sep 79 BK) 





MORE OIL FROM IRAQ--India is to get 100,000 tons of diesel and kerosene 
from Iraq during the next 3 months. This will be in addition to the normal 
supplies of petroleum products to the country under a long-term agreement. 
A contract for the additional supply of diesel and kerosene was signed 
during the recent visit of the petroleum secretary to Iraq. [Text] [Delhi 
Domestic Service in English 1530 GMT 28 Sep 79 BK] 


PRC RESUMES BUYING TOBACCO--China is to buy Indian tobacco after a lapse 
of 21 yeare. A four member Chinese delegation is now in the country to 
inspect the gobacco grown in Andhra Pradesh. [Text] [Delhi Domestic 
Service in English 0240 GMT 25 Sep 79 BK] 


UK AID FOR PROJECTS--British high commissioner in India Sir John Thompson 
said that British Government would give 130 million pounds aid to India 

as a gift for promotion of education and development projects launched in 
country, reports PTI, [Excerpt] [Delhi ISI Diplomatic Information Service 
in English 0835 GMT 27 Sep 79 lk) 


COOPERATION WITH IRAQ--India and Iraq have agreed to expand mutual coopera- 
tion and will jointly undertake the designing and execution of civil turn- 
key projects in their countries, They will also set up joint ventures in 
third countries. An agreement to this effect has been signed between the 
state-owned National Projects Construction Corporation and the State Con- 
struction Contracting Company of Iraq in Baghdad. The agreement is within 
the framework of the India-Iraq commission. [Text] [Delhi Domestic Service 
in Fnglish 0830 GMT 29 Sep 79 BK] 


OIL PRODUCTION TARGET--The target date for crude production of 12 million 
tons in the country has been advanced by 2 years. Originally the target 

was scheduled to be achieved by 1984-85, Now it will be reached by 1982-83. 
The schedule has been advanced in view of the high price of crude in the 
world market and the increasing demand for petroleum products at home. The 
crude production at the Bombay High is now 4.5 million tons. With four more 
drilling platforms being added to existing six, the production is likely to 
reach 7 mi’ ion tons by September next year. [Text] [Delhi Domestic Service 
in English 1230 GMT 30 Sep 79 BK] 


MANUFACTURE OF FRIGATES--With the completion of the last two Leander class 
frigates in the series of six ordered by the navy, the company has now taken 
up construction of indigenously designed frigates. [Text] [Delhi Domestic 
Service in English 0730 GMT 26 Sep 79 BK] 


DROUGHT AFFECTS FOOD PRODUCTION--The Orissa revenue minister, Mr Pratap 
Chander Mohanty, said the state will be faced with a shortfall of 1 million 
tons of foodgrains during the next autumn season because of the current 
drought situation. According to the Bihar agriculture minister, Mr Deviel 
Yadav, the shortfall in foodgrains this year in the state as a result of 
drought will be 250,000 tons. In Nagaland, an emergency agriculture program 














is being taken up this month to meet the shortfall in agriculture produc- 
tion due to drought. [Text] [Delhi Domestic Service in English 0830 GMT 
26 Sep 79 BK] 


ORISSA IKON ORE RESERVES--Huge iron ore reserves have been found in Orissa 
State. According to official sources about 200 million tons of iron ore 
deposits are estimated in the area, [Delhi Domestic Service in Engoish 
0240 GMT 29 Sep 79 BK] 


BAUXITE DEPOSITS--India has one of the largest bauxite reserves in the 
world. Studies conducted by the geological survey of India estimates over 
2,000 million tons of bauxites in east coast region covering Orissa and 
Andhra Pradesh. The geological survey has also identified additional coal 
resources of about 437 million tons in different parts of the country. 
[Text] [Delhi Domestic Service in English 0830 GMT 24 Sep 79 BK] 
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KHAMPHAI BOUPHA THANKS PDRY FOR SUPPORT 
Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 13 Jul 79 p A4 


[Text] Vientiane (KPL)--On June 20 Khamphai Boupha, minister of foreign 
affairs sent a message to Mr Muhammad Salih Muti, minister of foreign 
affairs of the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen and its people in 
Madinat as-Sha"b and Aden. The content of the letter was the following: 


Your Excellency, 


It is a great honor to inform you that I have received your message con- 
firming the solid position of your government in supporting the Lao people's 
just struggle against the interventionism of the reactionary Peking leader- 
ship, as well as the imperialists who intervene in our internal affairs in 
order to wipe out the revolutioa and destroy our new system. 


On behalf of the government of the Lao People's Democratic Republic as 

well as on my personal behalf, I sincerely extend my gratitude to you, 

your government and the people of the friendly People's Democratic Republic 
of Yemen who forever stand side by side with the Lao people in their fight 
against the vicious, dark schemes of the Peking reactionary power holders 
and the imperialists in order to protect our independence, sovereignty and 
territorial integrity so that we may gradually build and transform our 
nation toward socialism. 


We, the people and government of the Lao People's Democratic Republic highly 
value your sincere and undying position, for it is in accordance with the 
desire of both our peoples--the peoples who cherish peace, social progress 
and justice in the world. 


I firmly believe that the friendly relations between our countries will 
expand and improve more than at any other time and I would like to take 
this opportunity to extend best wishes from the Lao government and its 
people to the people and government of the People's Democratic Republic of 
Yemen. 


9013 
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TRADE SECTOR ACTIVITIES REPORTED IN CHAMPASSAK, LUANG PRABANG 


Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 9 Jul 79 p A6 


[Text] Vientiane (KPL)--During the first 6 months of this year the De- 
partment of Industry and Trade in [Meuang] Sepone District of Savannakhet 
Province, as well as the stores in [Meuang]) Nan District of Luang Prabang 
Province emulatively and determinedly brought various types of merchandise 
to sell to the multi-ethnic population, especially to those large-scale pro- 
ducers, such as members of the agricultural cooperatives. This was done in 
order to fulfill the people's needs for everyday household goods, as well 
as production equipment. 





During this period the Savannakhet Department of Industry and Trade sold 
2.26 percent more merchandise and bought 5.92 percent more forest and farm 
products from the people than it did during the first half of last year. 
It sold to the people 130,985 meters of cloth, 571 tons of salt, 1,337,000 
writing tablets, 37,780 hoes and hammers. In order to insure marketing 
convenience for residents who live in remote areas, the sector opened a 
network of five more trade outlets, bringing the total number of state 
stores to 33. The sector also opene more collective stores in coopera- 
tives, making the total number of such stores 45. 4 
ihe Sepone Store bought over 2,300 kilograms of forest products from the 
people. It bought 3,172 handicraft items which included wooden mats, 
baskets, etc., 89,579 kilograms of gold, metals, aluminum, and over 12 
tons of foodstuffs, ‘aciuding pork, duck and chicken. 


The Nan Store of Luang Prabang sold nearly 40 tons of salt, 12,382 meters 
«f cloth, 1,094 kilograms of cotton, 265 dresses, 285 shirts, 200 cups, 
.20 cooking pots, 558 liters of kerosene, 400 liters of gas-oil, 428 bars 
f soap, 508 kilograms of detergent "FAB", 700 meters of rain shvets, 
.,418 tufts of tobacco, 880 packages of deworming medicine, 234 hoes, 181 
hammers, 446 machetes, 12 axes, 65 plows, 35,200 writing tablets and 60 
bottles of ink. In addition, the sector also bought 154 tons of unhusked 
rice, and over 20 tons of beans, garlic, pangolin scales, medicinal bush 
[Uvaria Macrophylla Roxb] and deer hides. 


9013 
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BRIEFS 


LUANG PRABANG ROAD WORK--During the first 6 months of this year the Luang 
Prabang Communications, Public Works and Transportation Department, in 
conjunction with the administrative authorities and the multi-etiinic 
population in various localities, harmoniously constructed 11 roads, the 
total distance of which is 48 kilometers and each is 2-5 meters wide. In 
addition, they constructed two bridges, each spanning 30 meters long and 
2-3 meters wide. During the same period, they also repaired three damaged 
roads: Highway 13, and the road connecting [Tasseng] Siangmen and Thinhong 
Canton. In addition to the above construction and road repairing, the 
workers also completed building a channel for the Nam ‘ievang rapids which 
is 4 meters wide, 100 meters long and 0.6 meters deep, as well as a number 
of small footbridges. [Text] [Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 

3 Jul 79 p A2] 9013 


VANG VLANG LITERACY WORK--The multi-ethnic population throughout [Meuang] 
Vang Viang District of Vientiane have, to the present, eradicated illiteracy 
in six cantons which included 156 villages and 6,409 residents, 4,112 of 
which are women, over 800 Lao Theung and 1,113 tribal Lao Soung. Ninty- 
seven perwent of the illiteracy has been eradicated from the targeted 6,689 
persons throughout the district. Subsequent to the above accomplishment, 

the people proceeded to organize supplemental classes in the first, second 
and third grade. Over 4,800 participants are currently attending these 
classes. [Excerpt] [Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 6 Jul 79 p A3] 9013 


ATTOPEU RICE SALES--Since the beginning of this year the multi-ethnic popula- 
tion in [Meuang] Samakkhisai District of Attopeu Province have enthusiastically 
been bringing nearly 40 tons of their surplus rice to sell to the state a* 
appropriate prices in order to play an important part in improving the 
livelihood of needy cadres, soldiers and the people, as well as in building 
reserves for the state. [Text] [Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 

7 Jul 79 p A6] 9013 


SARAVANE RICE SALES--Since March of this year che multi-ethnic population 
throughout [mMeuang] Lakhonpheng and Lao Ngam District of Saravane Province 
have been bringing their surplus rice, as well as their industrial products, 
to sell to the state. ([Meuang] Lakhonpheng District alone brought over 

48 tons of rice, while [Meuang] Lao Ngam District brought nearly 80 tons 
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of products which included over 37 tons of coffee, over 35 tons of cardamom, 
62 kilograms of soy beans, nearly 7 tons of cotton, and 348 kilograms of 
pangolin scales. The selling of rice and products by the above people this 
time not only improved the livelihood of these people themselves but also 
played a part in acculating reserves for the state so that it can export 
these surplus products abroad. [Text] [Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in 
Lao 9 Jul 79 p A2] 9013 


LOGGING IN LUANG PRABANG, VIENTIANE--During the first six months of this 
year the cadres of the forestry sector in [Meuang] Chomphet, Siang Ngeun 
and Nam [sic] Districts of Luang Prabang, as well as [Mevang] Phon Hong 
District of Vientiane, competitively and courageously carried out their 
logging work. During this period, [Meuang] Chomphet, Siang Ngeun and Nam 
Districts felled 1,100 trees, yielding 789 cubic meters of lumber, trans- 
ported 185 cubic meters of logs to the sawmill, and produced 93 cubic 
meters finished lumber. At the same time [Meuang] Phon Hong District 
felled 3,017 Du trees (Pterocarpus Macrocarpus), producing over 3,000 
cubic meters of lumber. They also cut 178 Kampi trees (tropical decicuous) 
which yielded 35 cubic meters of lumber. The above logging was done in 
accordance with the Party's guidelines of gradually making agriculture and 
forestry the basis for industry. On the other hand, it will also produce 
merchandise for the state to export abroad. [Text] [Vientiane KHAOSAN 
PATHET LAO in Lao 12 Jul 79 p A3]}] 9013 


VIENTIANE RICE SALES--Phetsamon Phommachan, head of the guidance committee 
on exchanging and purchasing of rice in four districts has recently dis- 
closed te our reserter that during this year's planting season che people 
in |[Meuang] Phon tong, Nasaithong, Saithani and Thoulakhom Districts, 
Vientiane, enthusiastically and voluntarily brought over 240 tons of their 
surplus rice to sell to the state at its previvusly set price and to ex- 
change it for various types of merchandise. The selling and exchanging 

of rice by these people not only provided the state with food supplies for 
use in improving the livelihood of the cadres, soldiers and the people at 
se « localities who were victims of natural disasters, but also reduced 
family expenses while increasing their incomes. [Excerpt] [Vientiane 
KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 13 Jul 79 p A2] 9013 





MEUANG KHOUA TRAILS--At the beginning of this year the multi-ethnic popula- 
tion in [Tasseng] Yang Teuy, Tanha and Simsai Cantons [Meuang] Khoua District, 
Phong Saly Province, harmoniously completed clearing new horse trails con- 
recting various cantons, the total distance of which was 22 kilometers. This 
vas done in order to facilitate communication and transportation of merchan- 

ise between the mountainous area and other localities. The work experienced 
difficulties due to the unaccommodating natural conditions as the trails 
passed through difficult terrain, such as mountains, streams and dense jungle. 
However, these workers determinedly and victoriously completed clearing the 
trails because of their detailed planning, as well as their realizing the 
importance of communication and transportation of the merchandise, [Text] 
[Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 14 Jul 79 p A2] 9013 


CSO: 4206 
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M.LAYSIA 


CITIZENS OF CHINESE DESCENT TO CONTROL THEIR OWN FUTURE THROUGH POLITICAL 
ACTIVITY 


Selangor KIN KWOK DAILY NEWS in Chinese 27 Jul 79 p 6 


{[Article: "Ye Binhan [5509 3521 3352] Head of the Malaysian Youth Council 
of Selangor Appealed to Citizens of Chinese Descent to Rise and Actively 
Participate in Political Affairs and in This Way Take Control of Their 
Destiny and Future and Live lonorably in a Pluralistic State”) 





[Text] Ye Binhan, head of the Malaysian Youth Council of Selangor, pointed 
out that a people's destiny and future should be decided and controlled by 
themselves for them to be deemed superior and be considered to be living 
honorably in a country. 





Thus, he said, the destiny and future of our fellow citizens of Chinese 
descent must not and cannot be left to other races to manipulate or judge 
without reason. They lie in the hands of the Chinese people themselves. 


In order to get rid of the shackles «f such arbitrary manipulation, Ye said 
that there is no other way than for tie Chinese to actively change their 
attitude of looking on and reacting with fear toward political leaders in 
order to save Chinese society from the trend of daily decline and provide a 
guarantee for the destiny and future of the Chinese people. 


Invited to speak, Ye made these remarks while presiding over the conference 
of the Malaysian Youth Council members of Selangor at the state and district 
levels. 


Following is a summary of Ye's speech: (His speech was readied by repre- 
sentative Ye Tianbao [5509 1131 0202], secretary of the Malaysian Youth 
Council of Selangor). 


“Along with the rapid changes in the situation in Southeast Asia, the 

Chinese of our country have already changed their post attitude toward 
political affairs of not listening or asking questions and only paying 
attention to their immediate interests. Everyone is extremely concerned 
about the political developments, but to be merely concerned and not actively 
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participate in political affairs is not enough. To merely take an atti- 
tude of concern toward any affair involving politics serves no effective 
function. 


"Thus, Chinese must quickly grasp the opportunity, for while we are still 
able to freely and unobstructedly participate in political affairs, why 
should we let this right slip away for no reason? 


“The tragic case of our neighboring country has already given us Chinese a 
good lesson and revelation. Because all day they paid attention only to 
their own businesses and ignored political affairs, they ended up in the 
pitiful plight of being chased out. 





"From this we can understand that the destiny and future of a people should 
be decided and controlled by themselves for the people to be deemed super- 
ior and be considered to live honorably in a country. 


"In order to get rid of the shackles of arbitrary manipulation there is no 
other way than for Chinese to actively change their attitude of looking on 
and reacting with fear toward political leaders before Chinese society 

can be saved from decline and a guarantee for the destiny and future of 
the Chinese people be provided. 


"To decide the fate and achieve a bright future for our people there is no 
shortcut to take or clever move to make. There is only one route to take 
to resolve this, and that is by the great power produced « political affairs. 


“Thus all Chinese no matter what their educational background, religious 
belief or nationality must enter unhesitatingly the realm of political 
activity to restore and solidify the political power of the Chinese and 
make the proper contribution to Chinese people's destiny and interests. 


“In present Chinese society, no matter whether it be heads of such organiza- 
clons as associations of persons from the same localities, societies, schools 
or political parties, all have been crying the slogan of ‘the great unifi- 
cation of the Chinese peopie.’ This is 2ll very sincere and well-intentioned. 





“One certainly cannot denounce or suspect it, but as for the leaders of the 
organizations, up to now they have not been seen involved in any practical 
action to try to gather together in one hall all the relevant organizations, 
with of course political parties representing Chinese also included, to sit 
down in an attitude of sincerity, frankness and good intentions, have 
everyone openly exchange opinions, and, emphasizing similarities over dif- 
ferences, seek effective measures for Chinese to unite and change their 


objectives." 
9282 
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MALAYSIA 


CLOSER LINK BETWEEN CHINESE OF GREATER MALAYSIA, MALAYSIAN-CHINESE NEEDED 
Selangor KIN KWOK DAILY NEWS in Chinese 4 Aug 79 p 3 


[Article: "Minister of Labor and Manpower Ho Ung Hun [0149 2429 5060] 
Announces Malaysian-Chinese Already Paying Close Attention to Unhealthy 
Relations vith Citizens of Chinese Descent”) 


[Text] Minister of Labor and Manpower Ho Ung Hun today announced that the 
unhealthy relations between the Malaysian-Chinese and the Chinese of greater 
Malaysia have already aroused this party's great concern because the rela- 
tions between the two are so closely linked. 


The minister pointed out that although we cannot deny that the Malaysian- 
Chinese of today do not have as much strength and power as hoped, the 
Chinese in general still do not want them to sustain a grievous loss so 
that in time of need, they can still be the best political party to help 
then. 


Minister Ho considers this to be an unhealthy situation for all Chinese of 
greater Malaysia and Malaysian-Chinese in as much as this attitude of not 
being obligated to the party and not being able to satisfy any sense of 
belonging politically will inevitably be denounced as wanting to have one's 
cake and eat it too. 


He stated that this is unhealthy for the Malaysian Chinese Association 
because it deprives the party of the opportunity to win necessary and val- 
uable support. 


Minister Ho Ung Hun said this while presiding at the opening ceremonies 

of the annual conference of the Malaysian Chinese Association of Terengganu. 
Ear‘ er he stated that in recent years, perhaps under the pressure of 
internal political developments, the Chinese of greater Malaysia have 
suffered feelings of unprecedented anxiety with regard to their social, 
economic and political positions in greater Malaysia and the land in which 
they chose to put down their roots. 


He said the Malaysian-Chinese have again become the object of people's 
censure and a scape goat with no lack of people sowing discord. 
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Raising anocher problem concerning the relations between the Malaysian- 
Chinese and the Chinese, the sinister pointed out that an observer might 
very possibiy describe the course of relations between the Chinese of 

greater Malaysia in general and the Malaysian Chinese Association as troubled 
love. Actually the Chinese in general live at a crossroads--should they 
support the Malaysian-Chinese or not? But what is making them show such 
unhappiness and hesitation is that whenever a difficult problem arises 

which affects their interests, they will all easily accept the inducement 
and encouragement from our political slanderers and enemies and constantly 
complain about the importance of the Malaysian Chinese Association. 


We have tried patiently to explain to the Chinese why they must give 
greater support so that in our pluralistic society the Malaysian-Chinese 
can win benefits for the Chinese in Malaysia and function more effectively. 
The Malaysian-Chinese need the Chinese in Malaysia to give even greater 
support than now so that it can act as has been determined it should. 


He said that when those who are deeply concerned with the interests of the 
Chinese in greater Malaysia see the development of an unsettled love between 
the Chinese and ‘alaysian-Chinese, they should feel great anxiety. Ovi- 
ously between the two there already exists a strong link, and it is close 
enough for the Malaysian-Chinese to pay immediate attention to any unhappi- 
ness which the Chinese of greater Malaysia may feel. But even more urgent 
and important is the fact that these relations need adjusting. Just to 
hope to maintain a link with the Malaysian-Chinese and not be willing to 
add any obligation te this link is of no benefit to the Chinese of “Malaysia 
in the long run. This love-hate relarionship is not normal, and in the 
long run cannot +: advantageous to the Chinese of greater Malaysia as a 
whole. The Malaysian Chinese Association should help eliminate this 

absurd complex mood of lova-hate. What we demand and need simply is 
support, even if we cannot refuse love and have no way of avoiding hate. 

Of course as for the Malaysian-Chinese ve still have to vork harder to 
serve the people and must confirm that we can do this. 


The Minister of Labor and Manpower pointed out: At the present time the 
Malaysian Chinese Association should take the initiative once again in 
showing all Chinese of Malaysia the political goal of our party in the hope 
that they will better understand that our party's struggle is really their 
struggle. At the present time the Chinese of greater Malaysia, under 

the categories of the social, economic, and cultural aspirations of the 
pluralistic country they live in, should again judge the position and 

goal of the Malaysian Chinese Association from a cool and rational stand- 
point. I see no reason why this will not lead to gutually improved rela- 
tions and gradually launch «4 common struggle shoulder to shoulder with the 
Malaysian-Chinese. 


9282 
CSO: 46205 


18 

















MALAYSIA 


POLITICAL MOVFMINT OF MALAYSIAN CHINESE ASSOCIATION IS UNIFICATION 


Selangor KIN KWOK DAILY NEWS in Chinese 9 Aug 79 p 5 


[Article: “Zhu Zhenghue [2612 2973 5478], Chairman of the Malaysian-Chinese 
Joint Committee of Terenggaau, Presiding at the state level Malaysian- 
Chinese Conference Emphasizes Unification of Chinese to Play a Political 
Role is the Pclitical Movement of the Malaysian Chinese Association”) 


[Text] Senator Zhu Zhenghua, Chairman of the Malaysian Chinese Associa- 
tion of general finance and Joint Committee of Terengganu, the day before 
yesterday in Kuala Terengganu, presiding over the state level Malaysian- 
Chinese Conference emphasized in a speech that the political movement of 
the Malaysian Chinese Association is a political movement to unite all 
Chinese to play a political role. 


He said that the convening of this state level conference cannot only 
absorb the opinions of many comrades with wide experience but can aiso 
provide new comrades an opportunity to absorb more work experience so thrt 
the party can add new blood and develop new leaders. This conference vill 
strexethen all organizational levels of the whole state so that stronger 
work efficiency can be developed. 


He pointed out that the Malaysian Chinese Association as a political party 
which is one of the partners in building up the country has sad 30 years 
of experience, and its past has a moving history. Its spirit in building 
up the party lies in unifying Chinese political strength and maintaining 
Chinese political and economic rights and interests. The Malaysian Chinese 
Association is really a concrete organization of the historical political 
unification movement of Chinese society. 


He stated that the organizational strength established by the Malaysian- 
Chinese bas a definite work objective and line. They stili, under 
collective leadership, follow the line of the masses. The political 
strength of this democratic nation of ours is in the hands of the people, 
and political parties are kept in power by the support of the people. Thus 
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the people must remain the target of the work. Sut the work of the Malaysian- 
Chinese gust also inciudéds urging the people to heighten their knowledge oi 
and vigilance toward ~olitics. 


“We cannot, under conditions where the people are dispersing support for 
us, act favorably toward them. This is a fact that cannot be ignored.” 


He said, “This is why we emphasize the principle that the political sove- 
ment of the Malaysian Chinese Association is a political movement to unify 
the Chinese people. Besides unity in politics to fulfill a use, we have 
no better means to develop a role in politics.” 


He emphasized that for the nation’s stability and all achievements in vork 
the most important is to rely on the successful cooperation in politics of 
Malaysian-Chinese and Wu Tong [1566 4827]. They are based on sincere poli- 
tical cooperation. By understanding the difficulties and needs of ail 
races and by mutual understanding everyone can work and cooperate, and 
furthermore, often solve problems by means of negotiation. 


Today after many decades of achievement in work he feels that further 
achievements in the future should be made by Malaysian-Chinese and Wu Tong 
through cooperation in economic development. He believes that since the 
cooperation between Malaysian-Chinese and Wu Tong in politics can achieve 
such results, there is no reason why it cannot achieve similar results in 
economics. With this further cooperation it can be expected that this 
nation’s economic development cuuld reach a state of even higher achieve- 
ment. 


He declared that the plan of the Malaysian-Chinese is to include the great 
majority of people in the mainstream of national economic development. Today 
our Malaysian Chinese Limited-Liability Company increased issuance of addi- 
tional shares to each shareholder and has already caused the company to 
Teach a new stage in development. The achievement of this company's deveiop- 
ment will increase the confidence of the Chinese society in pursuing economic 
levelopment. Our oiggest goal is to provide a new breakthrough in the 
econumic development of Chinese society. 


“After 22 years of struggle since indepence, our nation’s social develop- 
ment has already given the people much encouragement, especially the 
Chinese society. Aftcr the creation of the great plan of the Malaysian- 
Chinese, many have already changed their methods of development and actively 
pursued effective economic development. 


“Of course, meny of our fellows in the Chinese society also recognize the 
importance of the fact that political stability gives support and strength 
to economic development. At the present stage, we rved only strengthen 

the unity and cooperation of Chinese society in politics, economics, cul- 
ture and education, and we can certainly catch up with the nation's social 
and economic development Furthermore, our future is brighter than ever.” 
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“But we must increase our vigilance. Certain trends in the internal poli- 
tical scene may affect us, but our nation and people need only help those 
of us in the same boat, and our country will have enough strength to deal 
with all developments in the international situation.” 


9282 
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NEPAL 


BRIEFS 


UK GRANT ASSISTANCE--The British Government has agreed to provide a grant 
assistance of 298 million rupees to Nepal. The grant assistance will be 
utilized for different projects in irrigation, small hydroelectricity, 

transport and health. Letters were exchanged to this effect between the 


Nepalese and British governments. [Kathmandu External Service in English 
1450 GMT 26 Sep 79 BK] 
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ANTARCTIC ISSUES FOR TALKS OUTLINED 


NEW ZEALAND 


Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 13 Sep 79 Sec 1 p 3 


[Text } 


tea are offshore hydrocar- 


exploration. 
Mr Talboys said an abso- 
lute prohibition on explore- 


age 
erais unti! an international 
reqime was agreed 
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party to the Antarctic Treaty. 








IMPORTANCE OF ANTARCTICA TO COUNTRY NOTED 





NEW ZEALAND 


Christchurch THE PRESS in English 17 Sep 79 p 16 


[Editorial: "N.Z. and Antarctica"] 


[Text } 


New Zealand is one of the closest 
countries to the Antarctic and what 
happens on that continent is more in- 
portant to New Zealand than to most 
countries No country has more cause 
than New Zealand to seek to influence 
the outcome of the mecting of the 
An‘arctic Treaty nations which will 
becin in Washing*©r today and wil! 
continue for three wees. This country's 
weather, its sca currents. and its fish 
are all directly affected by Antarctica. 
Any significant interference with the 
environment, any over-fishing or gross 
damace through mineral! exnioitation 
would be almost certain to affect New 
Zealand adversely 


The Antarctic Treaty of which New 
Zealand was one of the original 12 
signatories makes no reference to the 
exploitation of the resources of the 
Antarctic However, that thas become 
an issue The Kerguelen Isiands have 
had their fish stocks depleted by over- 
fishing by the Soviet Union and there 
is aS vet no international agreement to 
stop the same thing happening eise- 
where through the fishermen of a num- 
ber of countries. The Antarrtic Treaty 
countries have been attempting to 
establish a convention to govern the 
exploitation of the living resources of 
the Antarctic. and after several years 
such a convention is nearly ready. It is 
hoped that the signing will take place 
in Canberra early next vear. 
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The Washington meeting will de- 
vote itself to finding rules under which 
the Antarctic could be mined with the 
least harm to the environment. Other 
matters will be discussed but that prob- 
lem is the. most important before the 
meeting. The most positive result of the 
meeting would be an agreement to seck 
a convention similar to the convention 
which would control the exploitation of 
the living resources. This drew some of 
its inspiration from an earlier accented 
convention on seals There is, however, 
a major difference between the living 
and mineral resources Provided fishing 
remains within modest limits. especially 
the harvesting of krill which are the 
key to the whole Antarctic food chain. 
the living resources are renewable. The 
minerals are not. 


A number of minerals have been 
found in Antarctica, including coa! and 
fron. The only mineral likely to be 
attractive however is oil. 


tion given to a seminar run by the 
Christchurch branch of the New Zea- 
land Institute of International Affairs 
during the week-end, the geology of the 
area would be appropriate for oil. Dr 
Peter Barrett, director of the Antarctic 
Research Centre at Victoria University 
of Wellington. also gave some estimated 





cost: for producing oil in the Antarctic 
compared with other hostile environ- 
ments. The costs were slight\y higher, 
but not so much so that they could be 
counted on to discourage mining 
altogether. 

If oll is there, should it be mined? 
The area has not been fully investigated 
and ol] may not be there at all, or it may 
be there in such smal! quantities that 
it is not worth bothering about. But one 
tentative estimate is that there is as 
much oi! there as in Iran. Should it be 


developed sooner or jater an accident 
is bound to happen and the effects 
could be devastaung for the whole area 
—far worse, as Dr Barrett suggested. 
than the mining tailings which would 
scar any Antarctic mountain from which 
coal or iron was taken. The issue has 
particular importance for New Zealand 
because the presumed oi! lies off the 
Ross Ice Shelf, which is part of the 
Antarctic territory to which New Zea- 
land lays claim. The whole issue of 
sovereignty could be brought to a head 
over any attempt to mine the oil. 


New Zealand once supported the 
idea of a world park for Antarctica, 
which is an idea which has considerable 
appeal and was spoken of with approval 
by some who attended the seminar in 
Christchurch. New Zealand's present 
position is to support the adoption of a 
convention. It could be argued that 
New Zealand has eyes on the oil and it 
is likely to arcue that while a territorial 
claim in the Antarctic would not entitle 
the claimant to rovalties in the same 
manner as an oi] wel! in its own country 
would, the claimant would expect some 
return. But at the moment it is doubtful 
whether by arcuing that way the Gov- 
ernment is doing more than reserving 
its position. The question may be asked 
whether a world park, similar to a 
reserve such as a national park. is 
practical. Treating the Antarctic as a 
leohboratory with admirable scientific co- 
operation among nations has been the 
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mark of the Antarctic to the present. 
If the matter were left to the signa- 
tories of the treaty, possibly that 
arrangement could continue for a lone 
time. There is, however, no guarantee 
that it will be left to the Antarctic 
Treaty countries forever. Many Third 
World countries which consider that 
thev have been subjected to the plunder 
of their resources by developed coun- 
tries might not show restraint if ‘hry 
felt themselves capable of seeking 
resources in the Antarctic. It would 
seem wiser that an internationally 
accepted convention is adopted, and 
then distinct discouragement shown to 
those who want to develop the re- 
sources It seems doubtful whether New 
Zealand would gan such vast commer. 
cial benefits from the Antarctic that it 
would convince those to whom that 
aspect would be the prime considera. 
ion. 

From time to time the New Zealand 
Government has been criticised about 
the participation of New Zealand 
scientists in the delegations which con- 
sider the future of the Antarctic. With- 
out doubt, the Government should have 
the best advice from earth scientists 
and frem biologists available. At the 
moment the argument is bureaucratic 
in nature. Foreign Affairs, which sends 
its people to the negotiations, argues 
that scientists are the responsibility of 
the Department of Scientific and Indus- 
trial Research and that the money for 
travel should come from that depart- 
ment. The position is ridiculous. The 
wrangle ought to be resolved by the 
appropriate Ministers. New Zealand's 
negotiations over the Antarctic are not 
just a matter for the Ministry that con- 
ducts the country’s foreign relations, as 
the work of some DSIR. scientists in 
the Antarctic demonstrates. New Zea- 
land has too much at stake to be parsi- 
monious about scientific work and 
advice on the Antarctic. 
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the most important piece of New Zealand Antarctic research ever 


Victoria University scientists are about to begin what could 
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MINERAL EXPLOITATION IN ANTARCTIC DISCUSSED 


Christchurch THE PRESS in English 10 Sep 79 p 16 


{Article by Stuart McMillan] 


{Text ] 


has not been found 


clams. Would New Zealand 
havc anv sav over whether 
drilime would be wnder- 
taken, and off was found, 
any authority to exiract roy- 
alties, a share of the profits, 
or even the nett to buy 
some of ihe onl” 


nent so far have left the 
continent comparatively un- 
scarred. 


So far no serious chal- 
jenge has been made to the 
status of the Antarctic 
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NEW ZEALAND 


However, m practice, all 
that woud be more difficult. 
Any work in the Antarctic 
a ali requires an enormous 
capital investment. No coun- 


exploitation will not be the 
only matier discussed at 


Exloitation of the living 
resources has been gomg on 
for many years. Whales and 
seals have both been taken. 
Both are now protected — 
to some extent — by inter- 
national agreemeni«s More 








recectiy krill bawe been har- 


cause the Sowet Union was 
an onmpmal of the 
Antarctic Treaty, Poles 


vear. Thr m.. 
will por be at ashingion 
and heave not asked to 
attend. They plan to estabi- 
rh a lend base m Antarctica 
and « «= widely expected 
that thew @ull start attending 
the recular consultative 
mee'ings after that. 

South Korea and Tarwan, 
wheh heve not acceded to 
the treaty, have ¢ 
mterest sn harvesting krill. 

The Antarctic Treaty 
nations have, as much as 
possible, tried to allow the 
convention to be an “open 
club.” so that no nation 
need feel it has to act out- 
side «. If Sowth Korea 
wanted to join the fishing 
for koll, the Soviet Union 
—* 3 aye swal- 
low ha t still accept. 

however, would 


Tawar. . 
propan'y t the Soviet 
Urion with an unacceptable 
ideoloeica! confiict. 

Fears of pirate fishing 
have soon expressed in the 
past. But as with the diffi- 
cuts of mining without 
autres Be lad prospect of 
fshee without authority 
Mca '* wnat ractive, 

\ ip capable of with. 
sardine the nmeours of the 
Antarctic and of harvesting 
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PAKISTAN 


BRIEFS 


TRACTORS FROM USSR--Another dispatch of 334 tractors from the Soviet 
Union reached Karachi. Under an agreement, the Soviet Union is to pro- 
vide Pakistan with 4,500 tractors during the year 1979. [Karachi 
Domestic Service in Urdu 0100 GMT 21 Sep 79 BK] 


OIL REFINERIES, IMPORTS--The Economic Coordination Committee of the 
Cabinet has decided that the overall criteria for economics of the oil 
refineries in Pakistan should be the benefit of the national economy 
rather than profitability of one or the other refinery. The committee, 
which met in Islamabad 25 September, was informed that the import bill 
for the oil products for the year 1979-80 will be in the neighborhood of 
$989 million. [Karachi Domestic Service in English 1700 GMT 25 Sep 79] 
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PHILIPPINES 


BRIEFS 


MINISTER ON ENERGY PROGRAMS--Energy Minister Geronimo Velasco said that 

the government's energy program is undergoing major revision in the face 
of the possible shelving of the multibillion pesos nuclear project in 
Bataan. He said that the government may have to abandon the nuclear pro- 
ject because of safety problems. He added, however, that coal development 
and the setting up of alcogasoline, or alcogas plants will be accelerated 
so as not to derail the government's energy targets. He said that the first 
commercial plant of the national power corporation is expected to be opera- 
tional by 1983. The minister is submitting shortly to President Marcos a 
final program for the setting up of alcogas plants. [Text] [Manila PNA 

in English 0230 GMT 2 Oct 79 OW] 


OFFSHORE OIL FIND--Manila, September (AFP)--Drillers yester- 

day found oil in an offshore well West of Palawan Province, the Philippine 
Ministry of Energy reported today. Ina flash report to the Presidential 
Palace, the Ministry said the well in the Nido complex, 400 kms (250 miles) 
southwest of Manila, yielded an initial rate of 2,000 barrels a day but 
efforts were being made to increase this. The well was the seventh « | 
discovery for the Philippines, six other wells off Palawan had been pro- 
ducing 45,000 barrels of oil a day, 10 percent of the country's needs. [Text] 
,Hong Kong AFP in English 0903 GMT 26 Sep 79 OW] 


cso- 4220 

















SRI LANKA 


BRIEFS 


CRUDE FROM OMAN--Omsn has agreed to supply 360,000 metric tons of crude oil 
annually to Sri Lanka. This follows the recent visit of a Sri Lanka mis- 
sion to Oman headed by the chairman of the Petroleum Corporation. Discus- 
sions were held with the oil minister and an agreement in this connection 


will be signed shortly. The supplies will start from January. Balance 

of the annual requirement of the country is estimated to be in the region 
of 2,160,000 metric tons. Negotiations are underway with several countries 
to procure the balance. Talks are also being continued with Saudi Arabia 
to purchase 600,000 metric tons of crude oil. The balance is expected 

to be obtained from Iran, Iraq, Libya and China. [Colombo International 
Service in English 1045 GMT 17 Sep 79 BK] 


RICE EXPORT SUSPENSION--The export of rice has been suspended by the 
government with immediate effect. The government's intervention to sus- 
pend rice exports follows a drop in the production of rice in the coun- 
try, authoritative sources told SUN yesterday. Sri Lanka last year ex- 
ported nearly 8,700 tons of rice to Indonesia, following a record harvest 
during Yala and Maha cultivation. Another small quantity of rice was 
exported to the Maldives. According to food department authorities, the 
export of rice has been banned since there is no surplus rice in the 
country. Agricultural Development and Research Ministry officials said 
that the steep drop in the paddy production was due to the drought pre- 
vailing in the country’s major rice producing areas. However, SUN 
reliably understands that the government will not be able to export 

rice for a few vears since the local demand has to be met. [Text] 
[Colombo SUN in English 4 Sep 79 p 1 BK] 


JAPANESE CREDIT--The Overseas Economic Cooperation Fund of Japan is 

making available to Sri Lanka a credit of 3.2 billion yen or about 230 
million rupees. The money will be used for the import of goods, includ~- 
ing fertilizers, industrial raw material, machinery and equipment, motor 
vehicles and vegetable seeds. The loan is for 30 years with a grace 
period of 10 years. A special concession is that while normal credit from 
this Japanese fund carries an interest of 3 percert, the rate for the 
credit to Sri Lanka has been fixed at 2.7 percent. [Colombo International 
Service in English 1045 GMT 27 Sep 79 BK) 
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THAI LAND 


SMUGGLED GOODS TO LAOS--Contraband goods including sedicine, machinery and 
vehicle inner tubes were seized on a boat. They were valued at more than 
half a million baht. Some Lao were arrested. The owner of the boat and 
the manager are blaming others. The owner of a company is also involved. 
The police are preparing to arrest more. A BAN MUANG reporter reported 
that at 1600 hours on 27 July of this year Police Lieutenant Colonel 
Thepprathip Panadit, the deputy police chief of Nong Khai together with a 
number of other policemen searched a Lao cargo ship called the Nawabunni 
registration No VT 16 which was docked at the customs house, the Sadet dock. 
The result of the search was the discovery of many concealed items such as 
seven motors for rice mills and saw mills. In addition five calculators 
were found and 50 vehicle inner tubes. There were 90 items of medicine for 
injections as well as pills in 30 bags. The total value was grer*er than 
500,000 baht. The officials conducting the search seized these items as 
evidence because they did not get past the search. The police arrested 
Miss Bunmi, the Lao owner of the boat and Mr Changkuanglan, the manager of 
the boat. They were accused of taking contraband out of the country. After 
the initial investigation they will have to check out accusations that there 
is also the owner of a company in Nong Khai Province involved. The police 
have recorded this and will proceed later. [Text] [Bangkok BAN MUANC 

in Thai 29 Jul 79 pp 1, 16] 8149 
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